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has been made only to a few passages in Irenseus. With
regard, indeed, to one section, 1 would gladly have been
spared the duty of commenting upon the unjustifiable
mode of citing his evidence adopted by Bellarmin. It
forces upon our notice an example either of such in-
accuracy of quotation as would shake our confidence
in him as an author, or of such misrepresentation as
must lower him in our estimation as a man of integrity.
Bellarmin "asserts, building upon it as the very foun-
dation-stone of his argument for the invocation of saints,
that the souls of the saints are removed immediately
on their dissolution by death, without waiting for the
day of judgment, into the presence of God, and the
enjoyment of HIM in heaven. This point, he says,
must first be established; for if they are not already ir
the presence of God, they cannot pray for us, and
prayer to them would be preposterous '. Among the
authorities cited by him to establish this point is the
evidence of Irenseus 2 (book i. c. 2). Bellarmin quotes
that passage in these words: " To the just and righte-
ous, and to those who keep his commandments, and
persevere in his love, some indeed from the beginning
but some from repentance, he giving life CONFERS b)
way of gift incorruption, and CLOTHES them with eter-
nal glory." To the quotation he appends this note
"Mark c to some' that is, to those who presently aftei
baptism die, or who lay down their life for Christ; 01
finally to the perfect is given immediately life and eter-
nal glory; to others not, except after repentance, thai
is, satisfaction made in another world3."

1   Bell. lib. i. c. 4. vol. ii. p. 851.

2  See Benedictine ed, Paris, 1710. book i. c. 10. p. 48,

3  Agreeably to the principles laid down in my preface, I will no
here allude to the doctrine of purgatory, on which Bellarmin con-